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“The Unbreakable Foundation”
Romans 8:18-39 March 4, 2018

More than 150 years ago, Victor Hugo wrote his epic 
novel, Les Misérables, It is a story of human suffering and 
redemption. In the preface to his novel, he wrote, “So long 
as there shall be ignorance, poverty and wretchedness on 
the earth, stories such as these must be told.”  What a story 
he tells! Such stories will always be told because suffering is 
universal.  His story is our story. We too know about suffering 
and redemption; we too experience tragedy and triumph.  
We cringe in horror with the news of more gun violence; we 
feel helpless as we watch the pollution of the earth and the 
destruction of plant and animal life by wasteful and foolish 
human behavior; we grieve with parents whose children lose 
their lives from devastating diseases like cancer, depression 
or AIDS. 

When I lived in Tidewater, Virginia, I used to visit a young 
member of the congregation who had been in a serious 
surfing accident that left him a quadriplegic.  He was in what 
was known as the City Hospital where chronic patients who 
needed skilled care lived. To reach his bed, you had to walk 
through the children’s unit where children spent their lives 
in beds with metal railings that looked like cages. Many of 
the children were connected to ventilators. They never saw 
the outdoors; they never felt the rain upon their skin; they 
never splashed in puddles; they never watched the wind blow 
through a field of wheat; They never ran, laughed or played. 
They seldom sat in a mother or father’s lap to be comforted.  

When we see great suffering and decay around us, we 
wonder what these painful realities say about the nature of 
life in the universe and any hope we may have for the future. 
Living in this world where childhood trauma, terrorism and 
violence are daily events can be a frightening experience. 

When we have been battered, bruised or lost a loved one, 
we wonder what God is doing about suffering and death. I 
believe that our faith in God makes such scenes of human 
suffering worse before it makes them better.  What I mean 
is this: in Jesus Christ, we have come to know a God of 
boundless compassion, love and justice.  Our faith leads 
us to question why such a God could allow such misery.  
There is a spiritual agony that arises from our experiences of 
physical suffering. Our experience of God makes us long for 
something more than what we now see. 

In the eighth chapter of Romans, Paul wrestles with what 
the suffering of the present time says about the future God 
has planned for each one of us and for all of creation. Paul 
does not shy away from recognizing the reality of suffering 
or the presence of evil.  Paul speaks of how this world is in 
“bondage to decay.”  He acknowledges that there is “hardship, 
distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril and sword.”  
Yet, he dares to say that we live in a God directed universe. 

Philosophers, physicists, theologians and even 6 year olds 
contemplate the nature of the universe.  When the Hebrew 
people looked at the world, they saw the glory of the Creator 
reflected in the creation:  “The Lord has established a throne 
in the heavens, and God’s kingdom rules over all.”  When they 
looked at the enormity of space above them, they saw it as an 
image of the vastness of God’s love:  “For as the heavens are 
high above the earth, so great is God’s steadfast love toward 
those who fear God.” When they saw the fleeting character 
of all life, they saw it in contrast to the everlasting character 
of God’s love:  “As for mortals, their days are like grass, they 
flourish like the flower of the field; for the wind passes over 
it and it is gone.… But the steadfast love of the Lord is from 
everlasting to everlasting.” (Quotes from Psalm 103)

When the Bible speaks of God, it does not speak of a God 
who is absent or passive. The Bible speaks of a God who acts 
and who is present with the people.  God acts in the world of 
nature and in human affairs. God acts through other people 
and events, but also in mysterious ways that are often hidden 
from our eyes. God is the author of all that exists; God has 
created all things for a purpose; and God sustains all things 
with loving will. The universe may have started with a big 
bang, but it was not an accidental explosion. You might say 
that God lit the fuse and stayed to direct the fireworks.  Even 
as the galaxies spin out over billions of year into empty space, 
God’s purposes are still unfolding.    

In the 1930’s, Bishop William Temple published a series of 
lectures under the title Nature, Man and God.  Temple speaks 
of the ways in which the natural world is influenced by far 
more than what was called natural law in his day and what we 
may call quantum physics today. He speaks of the sacramental 
view of nature. The Spirit of God works in and through the 
natural world bringing into fulfillment the purposes of God. 

 Dr. Lewis F. Galloway
Senior Pastor



7700 North Meridian Street •  Indianapolis, Indiana 46260 • SecondChurch.org • 317-253-6461

Nature is sublime because it expresses “divine majesty;” it is 
beautiful because it expresses “the divine artistry;” and it is 
redemptive because it expresses “the divine love.” Nature is 
sacramental because it communicates to us God’s own self-
-the word made flesh.  Temple writes, “The dominant issue 
of history…is the prevailing and increasing supremacy of 
love in all its forms over self-centeredness in all its forms–a 
supremacy both won and sustained by love’s own method of 
self-sacrifice” (p.494).   

When we look at the brutality of history and the agony of 
human existence, we also see the hand of God transforming 
the creation by the power of self-giving love.  Paul speaks 
of the whole creation groaning in labor pains, waiting with 
eager longing for the birth of a new creation.   I appreciate 
the way J.B. Phillips paraphrases these words in his rendering 
of the New Testament. He says that the creation stands on 
tiptoes in order to see God’s future. We stand on tiptoes 
and strain to catch the first glimpse of the new creation. In 
Romans 8, we see how the transforming Spirit of God is 
within us, linking us to God and bringing us to new birth as 
God’s children.  We too “will obtain the glorious liberty of 
the children of God.”   

In our Call to Worship, we heard the prophet Jeremiah 
declare that God is making a new covenant with us.  It will 
not be like the old covenant with Moses which the people 
broke.  This will be an unbreakable internal covenant 
through Jesus Christ that is sealed in our hearts and minds 
by the Spirit. It is unbreakable because God’s covenant 
partner is Jesus and we are united with God through Christ 
and the Holy Spirit.  It is unbreakable because it does not 
depend upon us, but upon the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. 
Through Christ and in Christ, we and the whole creation 
have a future. 

God directs the universe toward its goal of transformation 
in Jesus Christ. Life in God is movement from suffering 
to glory.  Therefore, Paul can say the familiar but easily 
misunderstood words: “We know that all things work 
together for good for those who love God.”  Paul does not 
say that everything is good or that whatever happens to 
us is good. Paul is not like Voltaire’s fictitious philosopher 
Pangloss in his novel Candide. Pangloss has a ridiculous 
way of explaining everything that happens, no matter how 
terrible, as the best thing that could happen. In the face 
of every disaster, Pangloss declares, “This is the best of all 
possible worlds.” Paul is no Pangloss spouting cheap answers 
to human suffering. 

Paul is a realist who sees evil and human suffering for 
what they are. Yet, he maintains that evil will not defeat 

God’s ultimate plan for creation. The goodness of God will 
prevail. I like the older translation of his verse that says, “In 
everything God works for good with those who love God.”  
God even transformed the crucifixion of Jesus into the means 
of our salvation.  God is at work in the darkest experiences 
and worst situations of life to accomplish a holy purpose. 

There is a God who comes to us in our suffering to reassure 
us that we belong to God. God loves us and will not let us go. 
Paul takes stock of the suffering. all around him and testifies 
that nothing in all creation will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. No matter what 
new dimension of reality is discovered in our universe; no 
matter to what depth of evil we humans descend; no matter 
what new global and domestic terrors we face, the love of 
God is greater still.  Father Richard Rohr once said, “You can 
endure and absorb the painful mystery of things, if you are 
upheld by the unconditional love.”  (Kanuga Conference on 
Spirituality, 1991).   

We wait for the final day with eager longing. In 1989, 
my family and I began to realize that something was wrong 
with our mother. At the time, all five of her children lived 
out of town. When we visited with her or talked with her 
on the phone, she seemed confused, vague and unable to do 
what had been for her the most ordinary daily tasks.  When 
a neighbor called to say that our mother could not find her 
way home from the grocery store, we panicked.  We found 
the best medical care we could find. She came to live with us 
in Norfolk and then with my siblings in Charleston.  Each 
week she seemed to change. Unlike many forms of dementia, 
her decline was rapid.  After not many months, she was 
unable to walk, talk or eat unassisted.  She died within a year. 
The precise cause of her illness and suffering still remains a 
mystery.  One mystery was revealed:  she was set free from 
her bondage to decay to obtain the glorious liberty of the 
children of God.  You might say we stood on tiptoes on the 
unbreakable foundation of Christ, longing to catch the first 
glance of the future God had planned for her.  Nothing in all 
creation could separate her from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.  

God has bound us in an irrevocable, unbreakable covenant 
of love to Jesus Christ. What is coming to be is greater than 
what has been. In the mystery of God’s being, our suffering 
and all the suffering that ever was shall be transformed.  With 
the whole creation, we too shall obtain the glorious liberty of 
the children of God. 


